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SUB J : SECVISIT: BRIEFING PAPER: EUROPEAN CO-PRODUCTION OF 
F-16 AIRCRAFT 

1 . WITH ITS NEED FOR EFFECTIVE AIR POWER AND TRADITIONAL 
PREFERENCE FOR U.S. MILITARY EQUIPMENT, NORWAY WAS A 
NATURAL TO TAKE THE LEAD IN EUROPE, FIRST TO OPT FOR THE 
F-16 AS REPLACEMENT FOR AGING FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, AND SECOND, 

IN BRINGING THE DANES, DUTCH AND BELGIAMS INTO A FIVE- 
NATION CO-PRODUCTION CONSORTIUM WITH U.S. THE F-16 WILL 
NOT ONLY MODERNIZE THE MOST SIGNIFICANT SECTOR OF NORWAY'S 
DEFENSE BUT PROVIDE SUBSTANTIAL BENEFIT TO NORWEGIAN INDUSTRY 
THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN CO-PRODUCTION. NORWAY WILL BUY 72 AIRCRAFT. 

2. ALTHOUGH NORWAY HAS NO AEROSPACE INDUSTRY, THIS COUNTRY 
IS PARTICULARLY STRONG ON THE ELECTRONICS SIDE AND THERE IS 
BROAD SUPPORT FOR NORWAY'S SHARE (17 PERCENT) OF THE TOTAL 
CO-PRODUCTION EFFORT. WHICH NORWEGIANS ESTIMATE IS WORTH 2.7 
BILLION NKORNER ($500 MILLION) FOR ENTIRE PROGRAM BASED ON 
PRODUCTION RUN OF 2,000 AIRCRAFT. LED BY THE GOVERNMENT- 

OWNED KONGSBERG WEAPON FACTORY, NORWAY WILL MANUFACTURE AND IMPORTANT 
PART OF THE ENGINE AND AVIONICS EQUIPMENT. NORWEGIAN INDUSTRY 
APPEARS TO BE AT LEAST AS COMPETITIVE AS THE INDUSTRIES OF THE 
OTHER EUROPEAN PARTICIPATING NATIONS AND THE FIRST MAJOR SUBCONTRACTS 
WILL PROBABLY BE CONCLUDED HERE BEFORE JULY. 

3. AGGRESSIVE SEGMENTS OF NORWEGIAN INDUSTRY AND THE 
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FAIR SHARE OF CO-PRODUCTION WITH RESPECT TO AVIONICS SUPPORT 
TEST EQUIPMENT AND ARE SEEKING TO NEGOTIATE WHAT THEY REGARD 
AS AN IMBALANCE FAVORING OTHER CONSORTIUM PARTNERS. 

4. AS SUCH INEVITABLE SQUABBLES AMONG CONSORTIUM MEMBERS 
CROP UP, NORWAY RELIES HEAVILY ON THE UNITED STATES TO ACT 
AS AN HONEST BROKER AND PROTECT NORWEGIAN INTERESTS. 

REFLECTING THE CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS IN 
THE MILITARY SPHERE, BOTH GOVERNMENT (USAF) AND PRIVATE 
CONTRACTOR CONTACTS WITH NORWEGIANS IN THE F-16 PROGRAM HAVE BEEN 
CANDID, WARN, AND PRODUCTIVE. THER ARE NO INSOLUBLE PROBLEMS. 

5. NORWAY WILL USE THE F-16 TO 

A. MAINTAIN AIR SUPERIORITY OVER NORWEGIAN TERRITORY - 
A CRUCIAL ELEMENT IN NORWEGIAN DEFENSE PLANS, AND 

B. IN AN ANTI-SHIPPING ROLE TO COPE WITH ANY 
SEABORNE INVASION THREAT. 

AS CO-PRODUCTION PROCEEDS, NORWAY IS TURNING INCREASINGLY TO 
ISSUES REVOLVING AROUND OPERATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
F-16 AND ONCE AGAIN TAKING THE LEAD IN THE CONSORTIUM TO 
BRING ABOUT A REALIZATION OF THE IMPORTANCE OF TACTICAL 
OPERATIONS AND LOGISTIC SUPPORT ONCE THE AIRPLANES ARE 
DELIVERED TO THE RESPECTIVE AIR FORCES. 

BREMER 
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